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POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 


Tae Aéna-i-Aib-Numd-i-Hind of the 13th January learns 
from the Khair-Khwdh-i-Panj ab that a person in the Bhawul- 
pore Tehseel, who was arrested by the police on the charge of 
being a bad. character, committed suicide by hanging himself ; | 
and that, on an inquiry being afterwards made, it was found that 
the charge was ungrounded, and had simply been laid against 
the deceased in consequence of his having refused to meet the 


illegal demands of a dufadar of the police, a statement which 
is comfirmed by the Political Agent. 


The editor of the Atna-i-Aib-Numd-i-Hind sets forth the 
case as an instance of the oppression and tyranny practised on 
the people by some policemen, and compares their inhuman 
treatment to that of a goatherd towards his goats, who seizes 
them wherever. he likes and milksthem. Unless Government 


directs its attention to the abuse, cases of the kind under 
notice will multiply. 


The same paper notices the complaint preferred by a village 
chowkeedar of the Allahabad District, and published in the 
correspondence of the Al/ygurh Institute Gazette, that after 
having loyally served Government for upwards of forty years, 
he has been dismissed from the service without being allowed. 
a pension or even a gratuity for good services, and thinks it a 
grievance that, while the applications of higher officials for 
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pension are specdily entertained, those of employds of an inferior 
rank are treated with indifference. Government is asked to 
take compassion on the unfortunate man, and to assign him a 


suitable pension, in order to give encouragement to other 
public servants. 


*t-—- 


The Rohilkhund Samdchér Patr of the 27 th January 
reports that a number of dagoits, led by one Dhurum Singh, a 
robber residing at Furruckabad, commit depredations in the 
districts of Futtehgurh, Mynpoory, Etah, and Allygurh, and 
that much inconvenience is suffered on that account in the 


transit of goods from one place to another. The police autho- 
rities are taking steps to remove the grievance. 


The Agra Akhbér of the 30th January notices the murder 
of a lad of ten years of age at Salem (Madras) for the sake 
of the ornaments worn by him, and takes this occasion to 
comment on the evils consequent on the bad practice of deco- 
rating children with ornaments, and the imperative need of 
framing a law prohibiting the practice. The editor proposes 
that an act should be framed ordering that if any child wearing 
ornaments is found wandering unguarded out-of-doors, oné- 
third of the ornaments shall be confiscated by Government, 
and the parents of such child held responsible for the offence. 


- {he same paper reviews the proposal which the rulers of 

some native states have in contemplation of levying a tax on 
their subjects in imitation of the British Government. The 
Maharajah of Baroda is mentioned as an example, whose 
subjects, according to the Gujerat Mitr, are quitting his domi- 
nions in large numbers through fear of the threatened calamity. 
The editor strongly condemns the policy, and remarks that 
when even the British Government, notwithstanding the nu- 
merous blessings conferred by it on the people under its sway, 
the great security of life and property afforded, and the exem- 
plary justice and equity administered by it, has incurred the 
odium of its subjects by the imposition of: taxes, how can native 
chiefs: dare to do the like, under whose rule numerous grie- 
vances, too heavy in themselves, already exist ?. 
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The Muftd-i-Am of the 1st February takes exception to 
the system of appointing uneducated natives, such as mer- 
chants, shopkeepers, and the like, as assessors to gi ve their 
opinion in serious cases committed to the sessions. In each 
district a list of names of certain natives is kept, out of whom 
a fixed number is selected to serve a8 assessors each time such a 
caseis tried. The sélection i ig made in a peculiar way, viz., by 
drawing lots through a person who cannot read. ‘The men thus 
selected are invited to attend the court and take their seats beside 
the judge, who reads out the misl to them. The poor fellows, 
being quite ignorant arid unlettered, do tiot know what judg- 
ment to pass in a case in which sound judgment and sober 
reflection, assisted by a knowledge of the law, are necessary, 

and, therefore, think it their best policy to watch the motion 
of the judge’s lips, and second him in all he says, forgetting 
that the officer’s object in calling them was to elicit their own 
views on the subject in debate rather than to confirm his falla- 
cies. In this way the object meant to be gained by the nomi- 
nation of assessors isentirely defeated, and a mockery of justice 
is the result. 


The writer invites the attention of Government to the evil, 
and, in order to reform it, strongly recommends that none but 
men of learning and experience be appointed to the office of 
assessor. Pleaders of courts, civil and revenue officers, such 
as tehseeldars, deputy collectors, &c., who could easily spare 
a few hours to give the judge the benefit of their advice, would 
form the best assessors, care being taken in making the selec- 
tion to exclude officials by whom the case under trial has been 
committed to the sessions, and against whose decision it might 
happen to be an appeal. If, however, Government think it 
indispensable to reserve the office exclusively for men uncon-— 
nected with courts; in that case pensioned officials, such as teh- 
seeldars, deputy collectors, moonsifts, subordinate judges, and 
the like, who sitidle at home, might usefully be appointed to it. 

The same paper, ina long leader, condemns the system of 
taking the census: followed by. Government. Besides “being 
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very. expensive, it creates stspicions in the minds of the people, 
and is extremely troublesome to them, and scarcely less so to the 
census-takers as well as the superintendents nominated to test 
the accuracy of the returns, a duty which devolves on respect= 
able native and European officers, including the: niagistrate, 

all of whom have to suffer much unnecessary trouble and incon- 
venience. The writer proves the truth of this statement by 
two examples which came to his notice in the city of Agra. In 
one of these a native superintendent in passing near a Chumar’s 
house with a light, had the misfortune to sink breast-deep in a 
pit, which had been dug by the owner of the house in order to 
receive dirty water on the occasion of a marriage feast, and 
was covered with earth on his hearing that.a census was to be 
taken on the night ofthe 18th January. The sad plight of the 
official at the time may be imagined: his fine dress and 
shawl were covered with mud, and he was compelled to return 
home without completing the work entrusted to him. In 
the other case, when a superintendent called at a bunneah’s 
house, the latter happened to be asleep, and his wife, who was 
awake, appeared at a window of the upper story to see who it — 
was that was calling, and was struck with terror on finding a 
public officer at the door, to the great mortification of the lat-. 
ter, who suffered disgrace in a peculiar way. | 


The writer thinks it to be a great mistake that so much 
trouble shouldthave to be taken by Government, and yet the 
result should be far from satisfactory, and suggests that the 
preparation of census returns should be entrusted to panches of 
the different mohullas. These should be called together by. the 
magistrates or the municipal committees of districts by means 
_ of a public proclamation or printed notices, and be asked to 
prepare the returnsin the way wanted with perfect accuracy, and 
submit them to a particular office within a fixed time. Such- 
a plan, while it will ensure the correctness of the returns both 
on account of the panches possessing full acquaintance with : 
their; "respective mohullas, and the removal of all those appre- 
hensions from the minds of the people which now induce them . 
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to iiake misstatements, will also save Government all: the 
trouble and expense which have now to be incurred by it ; besides 
avoiding much inconvenience to the people, and precluding: the 
necessity. of compelling them to shut their shops and close all 
business after 7 p.m. on a particular day, and remain awake all 


night long. -It will likewise be useful. in checking all idle 


rumours, fears, and chimerical fancies, to which the census gives 
rise among the ignorant public, and which are dangerous. — 


The Akhbdr=i-Alam of the satne date has also an article on 
the census. After referring to the rumours spread by ignorant 
Glasses of the people as to the object of taking a census—some 
having given out that the levying of-a poll-tax was in contem- 
plation, and others having invented other foolish stories of 
the kind—the writer gives credit to Government for the elabo- 
rate way in which the returns have been prepared this time, 
containing as they do the most minute particulars as regards 
caste, &c., suggests that it would do much good if returns of 
a similar kind were prepared, year by year, by the agency of 
municipal committees. One point which strikes him as 
objectionable in the returns is the impropriety of classing 
persons of inferior classes among the Musulmans, such as bar- 
bers, butchers, washermen, oilmen, potters, grocers, and the 


- like, under the denomination of Sheikhs—not of any common 


clan, but of the Siddiqi order (i.¢., descended from Abu Bekr, as 


distinguished from Fartiki, or those descended from Omar), 


Professions like these, which are followed generation after-ge- 
neration, give names to the castes of those who follow them, a 


principle which ought to have been adhered to in filling up the 
caste columns. When such minute -details as’ the division of 
Sheikhs into Siddiqi and Fardqi have been ‘cared for, it is 
certainly strange that all kinds of persons following” inferior’ 
trades should have been confounded with Sheikhs—a mistake 


which will seem to be still more surprising when it is remem- 


bered that the ‘castes of: goldsmiths, potters, and the like’ 


among the Hindoos have been classified distinctly fromthe rest 


of the Hindoos, according to the professions followed by each. ’ 
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For these reasons, the writer suggests that the mistake 
pointed oiit should be corrected. 


The Urdit Akhbér of the same date learns from a reliable 
duthority that dt a meeting of the municipal committee held at 
Lucknow on the 14th January, Mr. Sparks (Deputy Com- 
missidner), the vice-president, laid before the native members 
then present, wlid were seven or eight in number, a proposal 
to abolish the posts of the head officer and overseer of sanita- 
tion attached to thé municipality, and to appoint an engineer 
in their place, who should discharge the duties of both posts: 
in addition to those of his own, on a salary of Rs. 800 per 
mensem, that is, about Rs. 200 more than the salaries of the 
two posts added together, which excess the vice-president pro- 
posed to raise by levying a tax on carriages and palanquins.. 
The members gave their assent to the first part of the proposal, 
but objected to the plan of imposing a tax of the kind proposed 
on the ground—(1) that an octroi tax was already: levied by 
the municipality ; (2) that the municipal income, if properly. 

managed, would leavea large surplus, and (3) that many of the’ _ 
gentlemen of the city who have been reduced to poverty, but 
are, nevertheless, obliged to keep a conveyance in order that 
their rank and position in society may not be degraded, would 
feel the tax very hard upon them. The officer took umbrage 
at these arguments, and told the members that Government, 
would not countenance any schemes for reducing the expendi- 
ture, and that it was simply because the tax would likewise 
affect them that they were opposed to.it. In the same angry 
mood, he suggested that a tax should be levied on carriages if 
~ not on palanquins likewise, but that the members of the muni- 
cipal committee might be exempted fromit. The latter replied 
that they preferred the interests of the people whom they 
represented above their own. This was all they could say. 
Their opinions were overruled by that of the officer, and fsa 
proposal for imposing the tax was carried out. 


The writer holds up the case as an Instance to sh ow that. 
Hindoostanee members are appointed to committees simply 
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for form’s sake; that if ever they.do venture to exhibit inde- 
pendent views on any subject they are silenced by European 
officers, a8 in the example under notice ; and that i in all schemes 
devised by Government the interests of the people are totally 
disregarded, He,refers in particular to the taxation hry 
which are stated to be extremely oppressive, 


The Samay Vinod of the same date remarks that police 
constables while on watch at night, on seeing a stranger pass 
by simply repeat the words ** Who comes there?” from a dis- 
tance without taking the trouble to go near him, and often 
make a wrong use of the prerogative in insulting gentlemen 
by addressing them in a rude language, instead of turning it 
to account in detecting offenders, such as thieves, murderers, 
or other bad characters. It is impossible for a constable to 
be acquainted with the name and character of every passer-by, 
and, therefore, the mere putting of the question can be of no 
avail, unless he approaches the person, and discovers who he 
is. The writer thinks the constables should be — enjoined 
todo so — ; 

The same paper asserts that a novel practice has been 
adopted in the Punjab, whichis this. If any civil offic2r meets 
a native in the streets, and the latter fails to salute him, he is 
punished by being made to rub his nose five or six times on 
the ground, and then to beg pardon for the disrespect. oe 


The Lawrence Gazette of the 2nd February publishes : an 
essay on the sanitation of the city of Agra, written by Moonshee 
Luchhmun Pershad, Headmaster of the Meerut Zillah School. 
On an examination of the municipal returns of the births and 
deaths of the city for some months past, published from time 
~ to time in the Urdé Delhi Gazette, it strikes the writer that the 
number of the latter i in each month exceeds that of the former 
in the proportion of over one-half, For instance, the number 
of births in December, 1871, as shown by that paper of the 27th 
January, is 183 Hindoos and{19 Musalmans, or 202 in all, 
against a total of 450 deaths, 3909 being Hindoos, and 95 Musal- 
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mans. A similar excess of deaths over births ‘is shown by the 
returns for several other months of 1871, as- well as: by: those 
f for the year preceding, which is-a convincing: proof that. some 
peculiar defect has been brought about in the climate-of the 
city. For this reason the writer suggests | that Government 
should cause weekly and monthly returns of births:and deaths 
for the years 1870 and 1871 to be prepared, so as :ta know 
in what months deaths have heen excessive, and then discover 
what share the effects of the seasons, and the river.and well- 
water, or other essentials of life, haye had in producing. the 
unhappy result. This done, a chemical examination of the 
water should be made by doctors, in order. to discover what 


extraneous particles have mingled with it, the affect of which 
has been sq fatal, —~ 


“The editor of the Lawrence Gasette seconds the views of his 
comneemunients and has no hesitation in attributing the’ in- 
crease of one-half in the number of deaths over births, to the 
bad state of the water, seeing that, according ta physicians, it 
is water that is the principal cause of producing health. or 
disease. Hence he is of opinion that the water of wells should be 
cleansed twice in a year, in order that the mud and dirt which 
mingle with it and make it heavy, and , consequently, unwhole- 
some, may be purged out. The cost will be trifling, and can 


be met from municipal funds, or else raised fram the. people 
of the mohullas where the wells are situated. 


The Allygurh Institute Gacette of the same date bas 
lengthy article on the causes of the dearness of grain in these 
times. It is remarked that, notwithstanding the prospects of 
cultivation have considerably improved under the auspices of the 
English rule, and large tracts of waste ands have come under 


duction of canals, which afford isk grab facilities f for irriga- 
tion that tracts which were at one time covered with jungles 
have been converted into rich and fertile lands, the price of grain, - 
instead of being lowered, as ought to have been the result:of all. 
this improvement, is constantly rising. The. common:catses of 
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an increase iti thé price of grain are—(1) dcantinéss of rain, (2) 
excess of rhin, or its falling’ at unsedsonsble times, and (8) the 
progress of arta and. manufactutes in the country, whiob, by 
giving employmént:to a large number of people and opening 
prospects of earning high wages to them, weaken the strength 
of the cultivating population. With regard to the first and 
second causes, it will be observed that the rains have been plen- 
tifnl for some time past, and if'they have been excessive or 
inopportune in parts and portions of the country, the injury 
dorie is: confined to particular places; and cannot be said to affeet 
the country generally ; while the third cause has nothing to do 
with India, where workshops and manufactories hardly exist, 
nay, area great desideratum, so, much so that editors of newspa- 
pers and other philanthropists who take an interest in the j pros- 
perity of the conntry, deplore t the want, and have often | expteatod 
a desire that it. may be supplied. 


It thus ‘appears that none of these causes hi a shave’ in she 
riseof the price of grain, and that there must be some peculiar 
circumstances te which this unhappy state of things is due. 


These undoubtedly are the cultivation of indigo, opium, sugar; 


eane, and: cotton, which has of late been carried to such an 
extent thatthe cultivation of grain is greatly neglected. These 
commodities ‘are in. such demand, and such an extensive com- 
therce is carricton in then, that zemindars, for the sake of their 
personal gain, grow theni on a large scale, totally disregarding 
the wants of their own country. ‘The'truthof this mill beeome 
manifest by the following example, On one occasion, it came 
to the ear of the zemindars that in the coming year th ere would 


be a great demand for cotton in America. The news was 


sufficient to induce them to devote all their attention to éul- 
tivating cotton, and the result was that whole forésts of cotton- 
plant ‘were to be seen everywhere, arid grain was very rarely 
sown. As a further proof to show that the cultivation of thé 
ariielés in question has greatly superseded that ‘of grain, and 
thereby impoverished the country generally, the editor refers 
to a lefter of ont of his correspondents, in which a complaint 
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was preferred that the extension: of the cultivation ef :opium 
in‘ some of the districts in the North-Western :'Provincesin 
supersession of grain would, it was feared; produce: the: most 
disastrous consequences, and the attention of Government:was 
invited to the necessity of making some timely restrictions or 
- assigning proper limits to its growth. This statement. ofthe 
correspondent is strongly backed by the editor, who: also con+ 
firms his position by an allusion to the representation: of the 
distress which the cultivation of indigo has brought:on the 
district of Behar, made by Sir Jung Bahadur before the, late 


Viceroy on the occasion of his recent interview with the latter 
at the Hurihur Chhetr Fair. 3 


er 
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Until, therefore, the state of India line eid sedis ‘i 
the introduction of workhouses and manufactories, and, the 
people have ceased to feel the rate of grain burdensome by 
being enabled to earn high wages by manual industry, ‘the 
writer thinks the selfishness of the zemindars will | produce | the 
most deleterious consequences. Already it is seen that pea- 
sants, who before enjoyed competence, are now sadly in‘want 
even of the bare necessaries of life, and lead a::most'wretched 
existence. Instead of a sight of corn-fields teéming with plerity 
which before feasted their eyes, and was a great consolationito 
them and their children, blue leaves of indigo, black-spbttedl 
poppies, stalks of tobacco, and woody groves of cotton. arée-all 
that meet their eye, a spectacle which is — ey 
ing to them and chills their hearts. — : 


Pw. 


The writer concludes with the remarks that the prevailing | 


dearness of grain, which has here been discussed at somé length, 


is also likely to prevent the advancement of the countr ry in 


civilization, and hamper the efforts Government i 1s 8O zealous sly 


making for enlightening the minds of the peasants and, vik 
lagers with knowledge. 


The Panjdbt Akhbar of the 3rd Dihieeis honk ‘tices a 
correspondent that famine is still prevalent: in Hissar, and 
has led poor people by resort to theft to earn their subsiatertc 
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.Qneoman; named Mahta,: suffered a very unhappy fate: by 
doing: s0:". Bemg: hard-pressed with hunger, he made his way 
into: afield belonging to one Ram Singh, and began to eat. the 
egrrots growing there, when he caught si ight of the owner and 
rail away.. -The latter pursued him, and on-getting near him, 
struck: him two, or three blows with a club, on which the poor 
man fell: dead on the spot. The case was laid before the court, 
and the oriminal sentenced to a fine of Rs. 50, or in default t 
six months’ imprisonment. 


~ ‘The édi tor thinks the sentence too mild, and i is of opinion 
that a heavy punishment ought to have been inflicted on the 
offender, who for the sake of a sonion J s worth of carrots dared 
to commit. a homicide. 2 , 


The miirder of a young ng woman 1 for the sake of the orna- 
ances worn ‘by her, which were worth Rs. 30 or 40, is also 
noticed. Despite the search made by the police, no trace of 


Sie offender has been found. 


 aAmptlion correspondent of the same paper notices the plun- 
tasks of a dak-bag containing registered letters, parcels, &c., 
of the Murshedabad and Rajshaye Districts at a distance of two 
kos frora Nulhatee on the night of the 11thJanuary. The par- 
‘ticulars were these. The d&k-carriage on its way to Mursheda- 
bad atthe usual time of night was interrupted in its progress 
by ‘a beam placed on the road by a party of bad characters, 
which gave time to the latter to take off the bag from it. The 
Assistant Magistrate of Lalbagh and the Magistrate of Beer- 
bhoom, on becoming aware of the occurrence, went to the spot 


and made dili no maquiviet, but no trace of the offenders was 
found. 


‘The correspondant' also notices the new system of distribut- 
ing. pension allowances to the servants and attendants of the 
late Nawab Munnee Begum, Banoo Begum, Bahu Begum, and 
“Ameer-un-Nisa Begum, which has now been introduced by the 
‘Agent’ to the Governor-General. Instead of being paid month 
by “niouth; thé sti pends will now be distributed pany" 
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system which. will “be felt very’ -severely by the penaloniees, 
The writer thinks that proper instructions should be innate — 
Gdvernment to the officer on the subject. a 


The tt same 6 paper states 3 that the ener of chiefs and 
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exercise recently held there broug ght a 
and swindlers from surrounding” shia inito ‘the sity. ‘for 
this reason thefts have been very common there. The micat 
prominent case was one of burglary, which took’ place at the 
house of a native goritleman, Pundit Nundkishore. < Property — 
valued at Rs. 19,000 was lost. The police are busy in making 

‘inquiries, and the owner has promised a reward of Bae 500 to 
any one who succeeds in tracing out the thieves. . 


A woman has also been cheated out of a large sum of money 


be. an astrologer, named Moula Bukhsh, tha} is sal — 
nearched after by the police. 


An Umballa correspondent of the Koh-i-Ner of, thes samo 
date asserts that, although Government has been pleased to. 
assign a separata place for a slaughter-house in the vicinity | of 
the sudder bazaar, and to set apart a special shop for the same 
purpose ‘at its extremity, butchers are in the habit of 7 passin, 
through thé bazaar in the evening with loads of beef on ‘their 
heads or placed on bullocks, on their way from the slaughter- 
house to their shops, notwithstanding ¢ astrict prohibition from 


Government against the transit of beef through a ‘baaaar 0 or 
mohulla inhabited by Hindoos. 


_ The editor remarks that, if the statement is ome; it i 
proper for the Cantonment Magistrate of the station td eall the 
butchers to account for disobedience of orders, and to exact a 
recognizance from them not to repeat the offence, 


Another correspondent of the same paper, writing Froais 
Peshawur, states that a native saldier of the cantonment ati 
that station was captured by thieves and carried away to Mou- 
zuh Nikal, where:he was stripped of’ his arms and other :proa 
perty, and then released on’the score of being 2 stranger.: 
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7" oA attuggild, which, took -place DHetween some bad characters | 
at- the, pucka ibridge- is also. noticed... Ihe correspondent 
remarks that unless the people are prohibited by. Government 
from.using arms, cases of this kind will not'be put stop to, 
_ «The Rérndmah of the 5th February again invites the atten+ 
tion of thé authorities of Lucknow to the disadvantages atten: 
ding the transfer of the employés of public offices from oné 
place to. aothery'which is reported to be again in contémpla: 
tions So far from ‘producing the: desired result, the plan is 
injurious’ in various ways, which may - be mentioned AS ° ‘the ; 
gpd my 


“(a) Cdbetnalbht ‘ha’ ‘to ‘suffer loss ‘in having to pay the 
travelling expenses of the persons transferred. 


(0) Officers are deprived of old and useful assistants ‘ind 
have to deal with new and’ inexperienced hands, which causes 
much i in) ury to the public service. 


-(@), The officials have’ to incur much expense in remov- 


ing their families and household goods from one district to 
another. | 


a). The parsons who exchange places have sometimes to 
puffer great trouble on account of the work performed by one 
being, quite different from that done hy the other. 


(6) Cc thange of place sometimes proves injurious to the 


officials on account of the new nate disagreeing with their 
scastitatéon. ee 


wet) Deserving persons miss chances of promotion, “ 
hivhag to serve under new masters, who have no o knowledge 
of their past services or claims. 


For the above reasons the removal of. public employés from 
one district to another is by no means advisable. The Chief 
Commissioner and gu udicial Commissioner of Oudh are asked 
to tae the. n atter into their consideration. 2 


The Oudh Akhbér of the 6th February otaiees ae Maya 
Pi his. statesmanlike policy. and the reforms introduced by, 
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him into the Indian finances, the result of which‘ has been 
that a saving of lakhs of rupees has been effected in each pre- 
sidency. Among the other measures of public utility for which 
Lord Mayo will long be remembered may be mentioned— 
(1) the resolution passed by him on the subject of the educa- 
tion of the Indian Musalmans ; (2) the reduction in the rate of 
newspaper postage; (3) the abolition of the fifty-five years’ rule, 
and (4) the resolution making it obligatory on local officers to 
sve that all public employds who come under reduction: cannot 
be otherwise provided for before being dismissed treat: ‘the 

service. 


_ The Nir-ul-Anwdr of the 10th February learns from s a 
correspondent that, on the night of the 22nd January, a fierce 
hail-storm took place at Mynpoory, which caused the death of 
thousands of birds and beasts, prostrated corn-fields, and 
stripped mango and other trees of their foliage. ‘The hail- 
stones did not melt for two days, and some of them were six 
seers in weight. This dreadful visitation has blighted the 
the prospects of the harvest. 


COMMERCIAL. 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 6th February publishes the deka 
lation of a notice dated 29th January, issued by Ma) or-General 
Beadle, R.E., Agent to the Oudh and Rohilkhund Railway 
Company, on the subject of the new arrangements and reforms 
introduced by him for ensuring the comfort and convenience 
of railway passengers. The writer highly approves of the 
reforms, and gives great credit to the company, and especially 
the agent, for them. Such attention is paid by the company 
to the preservation of female privacy, and all kinds of comforts 
for passengers of both sexes, that the writer feels no hesitation 


in giving preference to it in this respect over all other railway 
companies in India. 


EDUCATIONAL. | 

The Agra Akhbér of the 30th January concurs with the 

_ Delhi Gazette in thinking the Oordoo courses prescribed from 
time to time for the Entrance Examination of the Calcutta 


ee ee sz 


University unsuited for students on account of containing for. 
the most. part. love-pieces and verses of an immoral tendency. | 
The Persian and Arabic courses, especially that for the L. A. 
examination, compiled by Mr. Kempson, Director of. Public 
Instruction, North-Western Provinces, and Fellow of. the 
University, are generall y approved. 


A correspondent. of the Shola-i-Tur of the 6th Hebenaty,, 
oi hag récently returned from a visit to. Cashmere, praises 


the Maharaja ofthat state for taking an. active interest in the 


spread of learning in his territory. About 17,000 pupils receive 
instruction: in English, Persian, Gurmukhee, and Dogree, in 


the schools. established for the purpose, and the number is | 


steadily increasing. A translation department has also been 


established on a grand scale for preparing versions of the. . 


Vedas and. Shastras i in those languages, and steps are being 
taken: to set up a press for printing and publishing them. 


~ Workshops and manufactories are also being opened, and. 


various other schemes. of pub lic utility are at work. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


“The Nastm-i-Jaunpore of the 6th February mentions the — 
appearance of an unusual spectacle at J ounpore on the 4th 
idem. “An aurora borealis became visible in the sky, which 
tinged it ‘with purple, and after lasting for an. hour, moved 
towards the east and disappeared. This extraordinary sight 


has led‘ the people to form various preposterous conclusions. 
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